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Is Radio Evangelism Becoming a “Racket” ? 


Is the field of Christian evangelism, once dominated 
by such greats as Moody, Chapman, Biederwolf and 
Billy Sunday, becoming a lucrative field for religious 
racketeers ? Boldly declaring “Big Churches learn 
Radio ‘Savvy’ to Counter Revivalist Air Racket,” 
Newsweek’s radio editor, in the issue of January 22, 
1945, charged that independent and unaffiliated ‘evan- 
gelists’ are taking over $200,000,000 yearly from at 
least 20,000,000 listeners. His strictures are not di- 
rected toward such responsible programs as those of 
the Federal Council of Churches, the National Lutheran 
Hour, the Catholic Hour, or toward religious broad- 
casts by recognized religious denominations, state and 
local councils of churches, and by local churches whose 
position and standing in the community are unques- 
tioned. They apply rather to a growing list of indepen- 
dent, unknown and unrelated programs that have 
grown up outside the established circles of religion. 
That at least some of them are degenerating into 
rackets is the clear implication of the article. 

Big tabernacles, audiences of 10,000, converts by 
the hundreds and thousands, went out with the end of 
World War I. Billy Sunday was the last of the spell- 
binders, though Gypsy Smith, now nearing 80, con- 
tinues on a greatly reduced scale. In their places have 
arisen the radio evangelists. Though NBC, CBS and 
the Blue networks refuse to sell time for religious 
groups, preferring to allot time to established and re- 
putable religious bodies on a per capita basis as a public 
service, the radio revivalists have no difficulty in get- 
ting access to the air. In the issue referred to above, 
Newsweek reproduced the radio log of a Los Angeles 
newspaper showing the announcements of radio re- 
ligious services on a typical Sunday. Between the 
hours of 7 a. m. and 11 p. m., 77 such broadcasts were 
scheduled. Only 25 could be recognized as related to 
any known religious body. Among the remainder were 
such fantastic titles as the “Air Church,” the “Country 
Church,” the “Bible Club,” the “Church on High,” 
“Angelus Temple,” the “Old-Fashioned Revival Hour,” 
the “Pilgrim Hour,” and the “Church of the Barn”! 
This picture can be duplicated to a greater or less degree 
in any metropolitan city on any ordinary Sunday morn- 
ing, though the condition is by no means confined to 

large centers. 
Most widely heard and most lucrative of all these 
broadcasts, says Newsweek, is Charles E. Fuller’s “Old- 
Fashioned Revival Hour,” originating in Los Angeles 
and broadcast over 450 independent stations, with 
overseas release through transcription. The program 
is well gotten up, the music is excellent and the homey 
intimacy of a Billy Sunday revival is carefully main- 
tained, with Mrs. Fuller coming in for recognition by 
her husband with a “Honey, now read some of the 
letters we have received this week.” The preaching is 
strictly fundamentalistic, sin is a monster of hideous 
mien, damnation hangs over the guilty soul and seem- 
ingly all the sinner needs to do is to repent and send an 
offering. There is very little guidance for life or rela- 
tion of the individual to the church or to the regenera- 
tion of society. Mutual, to whom he is said to pay 
$1,600,000 annually, provides outlets over 150 of its 
stations for his “Pilgrim Hour.” Altogether Fuller is 
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World Order Commission Backs Cleveland 
Findings 

The Commission on World Order of the Disciples of 
Christ, in a meeting at Indianapolis on February 20, 
gave complete approval to the findings of the recent 
Cleveland conference called by the Commission on a 
Just and Durable Peace of the Federal Council of 
Churches to determine what attitude the Protestant 
churches of the United States should take toward the 
Dumbarton Oaks Proposals for a world organization 
of nations. The action of the Cleveland meeting, re- 
ported in the February issue of Social Action News- 
Letter, was to “recommend that the churches support 
the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals as an important step in 
the direction of world cooperation but because we do 
not approve of them in their entirety as they now stand, 
we urge the following measures for their improve- 
ment,” followed by nine recommendations for changes. 
It was this action of the Cleveland conference, together 
with the Message from the conference to the churches 
to which the Commission on World Order gave full 
approval. 


The Commission on World Order was set up by 
joint action of the president of the International Con- 
vention and the board of trustees of The United Society. 
Its chairman is Dr. Roger T. Nooe, pastor of Vine 
Street Christian Church, Nashville, with Dr. John L. 
Davis, executive secretary of the Board of Higher 
Education as vice chairman and James A. Crain as 
secretary. Other members are Dr. Cleo W. Blackburn, 
Miss Genevieve Brown of Indianapolis, Dr. George W. 
Buckner, Jr., editor of World Call, Dr. F. W. Burnham 
of Richmond, Mr. Alexander Campbell, U. S. District 
Attorney, of Fort Wayne, Ind., Dr. Lin D. Cartwright 
of St. Louis, Dr. Mary Roberts Crowley of Cincinnati, 
Mrs. John L. H. Fuller of Indianapolis, Mrs. Clarence 
Hamilton of Oberlin, Ohio, Dr. Henry Gadd Harmon 
of Des Moines, Basil Holt, Maywood, Ills., Mr. J. B. 
Hunter of Indianapolis, Clarence Lemmon, Columbia, 
Mo., Harold L. Lunger of Oak Park, Il., Dr. R. H. Mil- 
ler, editor of Christian Evangelist. Franklin Minck of 
Akron, Miss Bertha F. Park of Cleveland, Dr. Henry 
Noble Sherwood of the University of Kentucky, Lex- 
ington, Dr. Wm. A. Shullenberger, and George Oliver 
Taylor of Indianapolis. 

In harmony with its recommendations the Commis- 
sion took the following actions: 

1. To place a copy of the Message of the Cleveland 
conference in the hands of every pastor of the brother- 
hood, together with a copy of the Dumbarton Oaks Pro- 
posals, with a letter urging that these documents be 
made the subject of study and action by the churches. 
An initial order has been placed for ten thousand copies 
of the Message and orders can be sent to the Sales Liter- 
ature Section of the United Society, 222 S. Downey, In- 
dianapolis 7, Ind., at the regular prices of 10c per single 
copy postpaid, or 5c per copy for 50 or more plus 
postage. - ; 

2. To hold a series of seminar conferences in co- 
operation with brotherhood colleges and universities 
where possible, with ministers of the area invited. Such 
conferences will usually begin in the forenoon of one 
day and end in the afternoon of the following day. The 
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The opinions and points of view expressed in this 
publication are those of the editor and do not 
necessarily represent the convictions of The 
United Christian Missionary Society. 


Disciples Peace Fellowship Carries Active 
Program 


The Disciples Peace Fellowship, organized at the 
International Convention at San Antonio, Texas in 
1935, continues to carry on an active program under 
the leadership of John W. Harms, executive secretary 
of the Chicago Church Federation, who was elected 
president at the Columbus convention last October. 
With a view of centering responsibility in the Chicago 
area, Harold L. Lunger, pastor of the Austin Boule- 
vard Church, Oak Park, Illinois, was elected secretary 
and a majority of the executive committee was chosen 
from that region. James A. Crain of Indianapolis 
serves as treasurer. 

Recently a communication was sent to all members 
reminding them that gifts for the Week of Compassion 
may be designated either in whole or in part to Civilian 
Public Service and that no funds not so designated will 
be allocated to that cause. Money received will be ap- 
plied toward liquidating the cost of Disciple conscien- 
tious objectors whose care has been provided by the 
Friends, Brethren and Mennonites in their camps and 
units. One unit is under Disciple administration and 
is located at the State Mental Hospital at Logansport, 
Indiana. Harmon Wilkinson, of Los Angeles, is serv- 
ing as assistant director. The Fellowship is especially 
concerned about preparing our churches to receive back 
into their midst men who as conscientious objectors 
were assigned to Civilian Public Service instead of to 
military service. The executive committee feels that 
while adequate attention will be given to the needs of 
returning service men, returning C.O.s may have even 
greater difficulties when they return home than they 
had while in camp. 

Plans have been perfected by the executive com- 
mittee for the annual Easter Roll Call. Each member 
will receive five copies of a letter describing the work 
of the Fellowship and containing an invitation to be- 
come a member. Members receiving these letters will 
be asked to address one to each of five friends whom 
he thinks might be interested in the program. 

The executive committee has also laid plans for 
reaching the 105 American-born Japanese now known 
to be located in the Chicago area and attempting to re- 
late them helpfully to our churches. These young people 
are American citizens by birth, education and culture 
and differ from Caucasian young people only in their 
features. The Fellowship will sponsor their reception 
by our churches and will attempt to integrate them 
into the church’s youth program. 

Membership, $2 per year, also includes membership 
in the Fellowship of Reconciliation and subscriptions 
to Fellowship and Social Action News-Letter. 


California Churches Adopt World Order 
Program 


The Commission on World Order of the Christian 
Churches of Southern California, in session at Whit- 
tier College, December 11-18, 1944, adopted a program 
which was recommended to the churches. The con- 
densed program is as follows: 

1. We recommend that the Cleveland Conference 
urge the churches to launch immediately great evan- 
gelistic and missionary programs at home and abroad. 

2. We affirm our belief in the Thirteen Guiding 
Principles and the Six Pillars of Peace and express 
our hope that the churches will adequately meet their 
obligations to this generation and to future generations 
by bringing these principles and ideals closer to reality. 

3. That the Conference take steps to revive the 
ideals of the Atlantic Charter and the Four Freedoms 
as war aims of the United Nations and remind states- 
men of their obligation to apply these freedoms to 
liberated countries. 

4. We recognize the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals 
as a worthy “beachhead” from which operations must 
continue toward more adequate development of its prin- 
ciples, organs and policies. The proposals of the Chinese 
delegates for international machinery to eliminate prob- 
lems which breed wars should be given further study 
in order that the world organization become something 
more than a bloc of military powers. 


5. Hearty endorsement is given to the resolution 
passed by the International Convention at Columbus, 
Ohio, in October 1944 urging that consideration of 
permanent peace-time military conscription be post- 
poned until after the end of the war. 

6. That an adequately staffed International Com- 
mission on Information and Coordination for World 
Order should be established by the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America, the National Chris- 
tian Councils of other lands, and the World Council of 
Churches to (1) to coordinate the world order move- 
ments of the churches with other world organizations, 
to pool findings, share resources and cooperate in ef- 
fective action toward common goals; (2) to provide 
ambassadors of goodwill to the Christian forces of the 
nations in order to promote fellowship and world order, 
coordinate the actions of the world church and to gather 
information about movements that tend to endanger 
world order; (3) to conduct a continuous educational 
and promotional campaign for world order in all na- 
tions ;(4) to set up sub-committees in each nation to 
study vital issues and recommend procedures for ef- 
fective action. 


7. That immediate steps be taken to set up “an 
authoritative and effective lobby at Washington to re- 
present Protestant peace aims and strategy.” (This 
proposal from one of the Cleveland Conference’s com- 
missions was overwhelmingly rejected.) 

8. We believe that Christians must shift from the 
position of observer, critic and cynic to the actual as- 
sumption of responsibility for law, order and law en- 
forcement. The resources of the local church should 
be mobilized for world order and its interest should 
extend to the community to draw together all who are 
interested in world order. The family, the school, the 
church have definite responsibilities in their own 
spheres for creating attitudes on world order. The 
church must re-affirm its historic and integral relation- 
ship to education to prevent undemocratic groups from 
invading this area of life. The church must make 
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On Social Frontiers 

Meeting at the same time as Roosevelt, Stalin and 
Churchill, the first really inclusive trade union congress 
in the history of the labor movement opened in London 
on February 6. In two weeks it had completed its 
work and the delegates were headed for home. Repre- 
sented at the meeting were the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations, headed by R. J. Thomas of the UAW- 
CIO, the Soviet All-Union Central Council of Trade 
Unions, the British Trades Union Congress, the Con- 
federation of Latin-American Workers, the French 
General Confederation of Workers. Many a ‘Mr. Big” 
of the labor movement was present, including Sir Wal- 
ter Citrine, head of the British TUC, Louis Saillant 
of the French CGT, Lombardo Toledano, potent leader 
of the Latin-American federation and Vasili Kuznet- 
ZOV, representing the Soviet AUCCTU. The AFL boy- 
cotted the meeting. However by the time for adjourn- 
ment came it looked as if the AFL and all other national 
labor groups would have to get on the band wagon if 
they wished to be related to world labor. At the last 
session the delegates voted to establish a new inter- 
national labor federation to replace the International 
Federation of Trades Unions which for 26 years has 
been labor’s world organization. A committee was ap- 
pointed to draft a new charter and to call a new world 
labor meeting later this year. 
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On the recommendation of Governor Ellis Arnall, 
the Georgia legislature has repealed that state’s poll tax 
law. This leaves only seven states, Alabama, Arkansas, 
Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and 
Virginia to maintain this out-dated undemocratic legis- 
lation. In its January 1945 issue the Southern Patriot 
published a chart showing that in 13 Southern states 
only 30.5% of the potential voters went to the polls 
in the presidential election of 1944, as compared with 
16.6% in 35 other states. If Congressmen from poll 
states are sincere in their opposition to a federal bar 
against poll taxes on the ground that such action would 
invade state’s rights they had better get busy and have 
their respective states exercise their rights to give every 
citizen access to the polls. 
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Before the war the proportion of women in this 
country who used intoxicating liquor was estimated at 
one in every eight. In the relatively brief time since we 
~entered the war the number of women who drink has 
increased so rapidly that the proportion is now esti- 
mated at one woman in every six! .. . It was disclosed 
in the records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
in Washington, D. C., that the number of women ar- 
rested on charges of drunkenness in the United States 
in the first six months of 1944 was five times the total 
for the corresponding period in 1932. And despite the 
reduced use of automobiles because of gasoline ration- 
ing, the number of women arrested for drunken driving 
in 1942 increased 226 per cent over 1932... it is not 
surprising that that the FBI also discloses that the 
number of women arrested, on all charges, increased 
during the first six months of 1944 by 10.2 percent over 
the same period in 1948. And in 1943 they increased 
12.5 per cent over 1942. (The Temperance Bulletin, 
quoted from N. Y. Journal-American.) Muncipal Judge 
Ellen K. Raedy of the municipal court of Washington, 
D. C., is reported by the Washington Times-Herald as 
saying that court records show that pre-war arrests 
were 2 percent of the total, but that today it often rises 
as high as 20 percent. Judge Raedy explains that much 
of the drinking by women results from loneliness and 
because they have no one to require them to live up to 
moral standards. 


Yale Alcohol Study Lectures Published 


_ The lectures delivered before the first summer ses- 
sion of the Yale School of Alcohol Studies in 1943 have 
been published in abridged form and are available from 
the Sales Literature Section of The United Christian 
Missionary Society at 50c per copy postpaid. 

Nineteen lectures are included in abridged form in 
the 110-page pamphlet, including such subjects as 
“Science and the Alcohol Problem,” by E. M. Jellinek, 
director of the School, “An Anthropological View of the 
Alcohol Problem,” by Donald Horton, Ph. D., ‘The 
Physiology of Alcohol,” by Howard W. Haggard, Ph. 
D., “The Nutritional Aspects of Alcohol,” by Norman 
Jolliffe, M. D., “The Effects of Alcohol on the Central 
Nervous System,” by E. M. Jellinek, Se. D., ““The Hered- 
ity of the Alcoholic,” by Jellinek, “The Treatment of 
Alcohol Addiction,” by H. M. Tiebout, M. D., “The 
Minister’s Approach to the Alcohol Problem,” by Otis 
R. Rice, Religious Director of St. Luke’s Hospital, and 
“The Educational Approach to the Alcohol Problem,” 
by Haven Emerson, M. D. 

This publication is especially recommended for 
church school libraries and for reference by those who 
teach temperance. Only 200 copies are available and 
orders should be sent in at once. 


Report of Cleveland Conference Available 


The Commission on World Order announces that 
10,000 copies of the Message of the Cleveland Confer- 
ence on the churches and the Dumbarton Oaks Propos- 
als have been ordered and that supplies can be secured 
through the Sales Literature Section of the United 
Christian Missionary Society, 222 S. Downey, Indian- 
apolis ‘7, Indiana. The price is 10c for a single copy 
postpaid; in quantities of 50 or more 5c per copy plus 
postage. The report of the Cleveland conference will 
be the basis of world order studies by the churches dur- 
ing the ensuing months. Its recommendations assume 
major importance in view of the recent Crimean Con- 
ference of Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill and the San 
Francisco conference announced to convene on April 
25, As the broad outlines of the future world organiza- 
tion are being laid down the churches of the nation 
should be aware of the significance of what is taking 
place and should be prepared to lend their influence to 
see that the plans developed and put into action are 
such as will assure justice, security and peace for all 
peoples. It was to this task that the 481 delegates from 
the churches gave their attention at Cleveland. Their 
recommendations constitute the formulated thinking of 
Protestants on this subject. 


California Churches Adopt World Order 


Program 


(Continued from Page 2) 

definite overtures to its allies in the ranks of labor, 
cooperatives and scientific and philanthropic move- 
ments. And finally, the church should educate its own 
members and society at large as to practical methods 
of ameliorating class and racial strife and creating 
understanding through face-to-face relationships where 
tensions exist. 

O. James Sowell, pastor of the McCarty Memorial 
Church, Los Angeles, is chairman of the Commission 
and was in attendance at the Cleveland Conference. 
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World Order Commission Backs Cleveland 
Findings 
(Continued from Page 1) 
conference will be given over to an intensive study of 
the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals and the modifications 
recommended by the Cleveland conference, together 
with plans for action by local groups. A public meeting 
will be held on the evening of the first day. leva’ 

3. To set up state and area committees which will 
undertake to promote study and action by the churches 
looking to effective action by the United States to bring 
about a world organization of nations designed to pro- 
mote peace and security for all peoples. 

4. To hold conferences in every brotherhood center 
in the nation similar to the college seminars, but limit- 
ed, in general, to one day with an evening meeting 
open to the general public. 

5. To urge the formation of local church commit- 
tees on world order to promote study and action in the 
church and in the community. 

It was also decided to call a national conference 
similar to the one held at Drake University in February 
1944, when and if conditions seem to make such a meet- 
ing necessary, provided ODT approval can be secured. 
The Commission plans to use the 35 Disciples of Christ 
who attended the Cleveland conference as a speakers 
bureau, for regional and local church conferences where 
such service is desired. Inquiries should be addressed 
to Joseph B. Hunter, national director, Department of 
Social Welfare, 222 S. Downey, Indianapolis 7, Ind. 


Is Radio Evangelism Becoming a “‘Racket’’? 
(Continued from Page 1) 


estimated to reach 20,000,000 listeners. Paul Myers, 
also of Los Angeles, ‘First Mate Bob of the Crew of the 
Good Ship Grace Anchored in the Haven of Rest,” is 
another who caters to a nationwide audience. No 
seaman, Myers wears a captain’s uniform, including 
four broad gold sleeve stripes. The late Howard Cadle 
of Indianapolis built up his famous “Cadle Taber- 
nacle” programs largely by radio. No longer heard on 
local stations, the program has been transferred to 
Cincinnati’s WLW, where it goes out each morning as 
“The Nation’s Family Prayer Period.” Since the death 
of Cadle it has been carried on by Mrs. Cadle and Dr. 
B. R. Lakin. The business shades off from nationwide 
hook-ups such as those of Fuller and Myers to small 
storefront groups who are able to scrape together suf- 
ficient funds to buy 15 minutes of time on a local sta- 
tion until urgently besought “offerings” can begin to 
come in. Months of casual listening reveals that some 
of these latter are crude in the extreme. Several can 
be described only as the frenetical bawling of emotion- 
alized ignorance. Yet, says Variety, which probably 
knows more about the show business than any other 
publication in America, collect from listeners an es- 
timated $200,000,000 a year. 

The broadcasting companies themselves have begun 
to take a hand in the matter. As stated above, NBC,) 
CBS and the Blue networks refuse to sell time for re- 
ligious programs, but furnish it free as a public service 
to representatives of the various faiths. Recently Mu- 
tual took steps to restrict the broadcasting of commer- 
cial religious programs over its stations, with the inten- 
tion of eventually dropping them altogether. Time allot- 
ments have been cut, solicitations for money are pro- 
hibited and new shows are not accepted. This however 
does not prevent those on the air from offering various 
baits to secure listener’s names which can be followed 
up by mail. 
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This situation offers a serious challenge to the recog- 
nized churches. These independents, who often repre- 
sent nobody but themselves, make no financial reports 
to anybody, and whose titles of “Reverend” and ‘Doc- 
tor” may or may not be genuine, have shown a new 
method of reaching the multitudes while the regular 
churches kave been sitting still, wringing their hands 
and lamenting the passing of evangelism. It is en- 
couraging that the Congregational Christian, the Meth- 
odist and Presbyterian churches have formed a joint 
radio committee to conduct Religious Radio Worships 
in various parts of the country to give pastors and 
church leaders some ideas about script writing, adapta- 
tion of religious programs to radio, and other tech- 
niques of broadcasting. The interdenominational agen- 
cies, under the lead of the Home Missions Council, are 
also giving attention to the problem. Perhaps in time 
one will be able to tune in on a religious radio program 
with the assurance that it will compare favorably with 
other intelligently planned broadcasts. 


New Sound Film on Alcohol Available 


A new sound film, “It’s the Brain That Counts,” 
has been added to the library of the visual aids of the 
United Society and is available for use by the churches. 
The picture shows 20 minutes. The service charge is 
$1.00. Inquiries should be addressed to U.C.M.S., 
Visual Aids Service, 222 S. Downey, Indianapolis 7, 
Ind. 

The story of the picture is as follows: The morning 
after a late party a girl and her brother learn that their 
companion of the night before had been seriously in- 
jured. When they inquire about him and reveal that 
the three of them had been drinking beer the doctor 
demonstrates how even the few drinks they had may 
have led to the accident. The subject is skillfully 
handled and will prove convincing to the average young 
people’s group. It may be used with parents as well 
as with young people. It is rated A-1 by the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education. This is one of 
a number of films on the alcohol problem which the 
visual aids section plans to make available in coopera- 
tion with the Department of Social Welfare. Another 
film, “In the Shadow of Our Schools,” has been widely 
used and is still a popular number. 


Report on Disciple Conscientious Objectors 


The latest report relative to Disciples of Christ in 
Civilian Public Service as conscientious objectors, dated 
October 31, 1944, was received on January 18. The 
reports were delayed on account of inability of admin- 
istrative agencies to compile data on time. At the date 
of the report 17 of our men were in camps and units 
operated by the American Friends Service Committee, 
24 in camps and units of the Brethren Service Com- 
mittee and 9 in Mennonite camps. Two are in the 
government camp at Mancos, Colorado. One has 
“walked out” of the Brethren camp at Waldport, Ore- 
gon and two are in prison for walking out of other 
camps. Sixteen men have been discharged for various 
reasons. At the date of the report there was an unmet 
balance due on the cost of their support by the respec- 
tive agencies amounting to $8,422.58. Accrued balances 
to date will bring that figure to approximately $12,000. 
Gifts to the War-Time Service Fund of the Week of 
Compassion designated to Civilian Public Service will 
be applied to the liquidation of this amount. 


